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About BioTRU

Biotechnology Training and Research Unit (BioTRU) is one of the research units of the Deanship
of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research at the Palestine Polytechnic University. It has been
established in 2006 by a kind support provided through the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education-Tertiary Education Project, a project funded by the European Commission and the
World Bank.

Goals and Strategic Objectives

BioTRU aims at enhancing the Palestinian economy and the society's capacity to harness the full
potential of biotechnology. The Unit is actively engaged in transferring the latest advances in
biotechnology to the Palestinian community through the following strategic objectives:

= Providing high quality educational and training programs for graduate students and biotechnology
professionals in cutting-edge biotechnology subjects.
m Carrying out applied research projects that address the needs of the Palestinian community.

= Building strong partnerships across the national, regional and international arenas that aim at
developing innovative projects, knowledge transfer and experience exchange.

= QOffering an innovative environment to stimulate and support creative ideas through incubating pilot
projects proposed by individuals or establishment.

Facilities and Academic Program

BioTRU houses research and training laboratories covering various biotechnology applications,
including medical molecular biology, animal cell culture, and plant biotechnology.

In 2008, and due to the market demands in Palestine, the Unit has jointly developed the first master
program in biotechnology with the Faculty of Science at Bethlehem University, which is the first
academic program of its kind in Palestine.

- - |
Research and Training Activities
Bioinformatics Medical Biotechnology
m Offering high quality training programs in bioinfor- ® Developing diagnostic molecular techniques that
matics to improve its implementation in research are based on testing genetic materials (DNA).
and development. s Enhancing competitiveness in natural products
= Developing advanced bioinformatics software for and medicinal plant research.

scientific and industrial research.

Plant Biotechnology Food Biosafety

m [n vitro propagation of endangered species and m Detection of genetically modified organisms

economic plants (GMO) in food products.

® Characterization and conservation of the Palestinian = Detection of pathogens in food products.

crop genetic resources

Industrial Biotechnology

® Production of core molecular biology enzymes for training and research.
® Production of enzymes, proteins, and bio-agents for food and medical industries.

Palestine Polytechnic University

Biotechnology Training and Research Unit
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